Technical Advisory Group 

Member Roles and Responsibilities

Te Tiaki Mahinga Kai Forum (the “TMK Forum”) is a collective of Māori iwi entity members (including community leaders, kaitiaki, facilitators, and environmental managers) who have come together with a vision of sustained enhancement of the cultural, economic, social and environmental well being of Māori (and ultimately of the nation as a whole) through the application of mātauranga and science associated with mahinga kai to better manage modern customary harvests of fish and other species. The long-term aim of the partnership is improved co-management of mahinga kai reserves throughout Aotearoa. 

The goals of Te Tiaki Mahinga Kai are as much about building capacity for improved management as they are about providing reliable research (and the activities and research performed to meet these goals is referred to as the “Project”).

The TMK Forum has determined that, from time to time, it may choose to seek advice from experts to achieve the goals and purposes of the Project. To this end, the TMK Forum wishes to establish a Technical Advisory Group comprising representatives of partner research institutions and research funders.

The research partners would be asked to:

· provide a representative for the technical advisory group

· provide the resources for this representative to attend up to two (2) hui of the TMK Forum per year

· provide advice, as needed, in their area of expertise (or to source the relevant advice from within the research partner’s institution)

· provide a link or liaison point into the network of researchers relevant to their area of expertise

· provide links or support for supervision and training for students (or individuals from TMK Forum members) within their own rohe (district)

Through their participation, research partners will benefit from making connections with community representatives and ‘on-the-ground’/’on-the-sea’ managers of customary fishing areas. The TMK Forum will set national research priorities for kaitiaki and mahinga kai and work with research partners to secure funding for activities to meet the goals of the Project.

